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How To Set Up A Home Recording Studio


Steps to Designing a Recording Studio In Your Home

What do you need?
1) Computer/Powerful Laptop

a. I strongly recommend an Apple, you don’t want to have to deal with Windows on this one, sorry. 

i. The iMac is a phenomenal resource since it’s portable; it’s simply a monitor, and all you need is a power source!

ii.  However, I myself have a laptop, the Macbook Pro Retina. On the laptop end of the spectrum make sure you have a laptop that is powerful enough, I have 8GB ram.

2) Music Software

a. Garageband

i. Good place to start, because it is free. However, if you can make the step up to Logic Pro X I would highly advise so. 

b. Logic Pro X- Apple

i. What I use, and highly recommend. It’s insanely affordable for the vast amount of features it offers! ($199)

ii. The transition is smooth from Garageband because the operating system is familiar and you can open up your old projects from Garageband in Logic! 

iii. Logic offers many sounds, has a cool “live drummer” feature, and specializes in MIDI recording. 

c. Protools

i. Unlike Logic, which specializes in MIDI recording, Protools is the industry standard for audio recording. Not to say Logic is not up to par, but if you’re willing to spend the money and learn the operating system go for it!

d. Cakewalk- PC

i. I don’t really know much about Cakewalk, since it is a PC based music software program. As I said earlier, just deal with Apple please!

3) Keyboard that can function as MIDI Controller

a. To use MIDI features, you need a MIDI controller (a keyboard). Try to get an 88-key weighted.

i. Since I already have the versatile Kurzweil PC2x, I simply use that.  

4) Audio Interface

a. The connector between your computer and your MIDI and/or cables and mics.

i. You can get interfaces that vary in the amount of channels (for ex: 2-channel interface, 4-channel, 8-channel, ect)

ii. 4-channel is pretty standard. You can base your decision how many instruments you want to be able to record at once.

1.  For example, if you’re playing with a large band or in a large jam session, consider 8-channels. If you have the budget, I would go with 8-channels because you never know when you’ll need it.

2. If you only play duets (flute-piano, sax-guitar, vocals-guitar, ect) and budget is a concern you could try 2-channels.

3. For a standard band or combo, or say a Jazz Piano Quartet combo with maybe a guitar, vocalist, bassists, piano it would be perfect. But again, if your saxophonist friend wants to join a jam session then you’re out of luck!

iii. Watch out for Firewire vs USB. Since my MIDI Keyboard is old, it uses Firewire. Check your keyboard and computer to determine if you want to get a Firewire Interface or USB.

iv. I use an 8-channel Presonus Firewire Audio Interface 

5) Hearing Source

a. Headphones

b. Mixer + Speaker System

6) Microphones

a. This is a topic for an entirely different conversation. 

b. If you want to record acoustic instruments (for example acoustic piano), microphones are necessary. 

c. For now, I would start with familiarizing yourself with your music software using a MIDI controller.  In fact, in Logic Pro X, the Steinway & Yamaha samples are so realistic that sometimes it blows away the acoustic piano.

What do I have?

1) Laptop: Macbook Pro Retina 8GB-Ram

2) Music Software: Logic Pro X ($199)

3) MIDI Keyboard: Kurzweil PC2x 

4) Audio Interface: 8-Channel Presonus Firewire Audio Interface ($299)

5) Hearing
a. Sony MDR-7506 Headphones ($99) 

b. & JBL 15’’ Speakers w/ Mixer 

In total, to get started it cost me, around $600 to get started recording because I already had my laptop, MIDI Keyboard, and speakers.

LOW BUDGET ($300-$400): 

1) Apple Laptop/Computer
2) Garageband (Free)

3) 88-key MIDI Keyboard (around $199)

4) Audio Interface 2 or 4 channel ($99-$199)

Budgets
MEDIUM BUDGET  ($600):

1) Apple Laptop/Computer

2) Logic Pro X ($199)

3) 88-Key MIDI Keyboard ($199)

4) Audio Interface 4-channel ($199)

WILLING TO SPEND (EXPENSIVE):

1) Apple Laptop

2) Logic Pro X ($199) or Protools ($1000?)

3) 88-key MIDI Keyboard ($199)

4) Audio Interface 8 Channel ($299)

